For the Western Greater Yellowstone Consortium website:

Project Title: Multifaceted housing Study and Inventory of Housing Stock

Project Summary:  
The Multifaceted Housing Study and Inventory of Housing Stock will:
· evaluate the available and needed housing at various income levels throughout the region 
· establish prioritized regional objectives for meeting housing needs 
· identify strategies for achieving those regional housing objectives. Housing issues vary widely across the Western Greater Yellowstone region.  Similarly, the feasibility of potential solutions to those housing issues differ based on diverse economic realities and political contexts.  

This project will also evaluate the relationship between housing and transportation (the total cost burden of housing) on households in the region.

We will identify “affordability bands” in each community based on that community’s median income. For each band the study will identify household demographics, travel to work, type of housing, age of housing, cost burden of housing, and other available data to evaluate the current conditions of the housing. 

Items (documents) to be posted:

Items for the integrated calendar:


OLD


Sustainable Yellowstone plans to conduct a $100,000 multi-faceted study to understand the housing needs of the Greater Yellowstone sub-region. The study will take inventory of the current housing options throughout the next three years, determining the mixture, condition and availability of housing. The study will help the committee and developers project ownership and rental housing needs for the next five years, and establish an “affordability band” for each city and county in the included areas. The affordability band will serve as a guide for housing developers so they can match their plans with the true needs of the population based on their income and economic status, diminishing the likelihood of under-occupied housing in an overbuilt community.
A lack of housing at the appropriate income level is a concern that is evidences in all four counties. The consortium will serve as a forum for sharing problems and potential solutions to the present housing challenges. Teton County, WY has a long history of addressing affordable housing issues through the Jackson Hole Housing Trust and will lend itself as a valuable asset. Finding solutions to the following housing issues will be a central focus of the study:
Fremont County, Idaho: Although the current recession decreased income rates and raised unemployment rates, the county’s overall property value did not decline, resulting in a lack of affordable housing for moderate to low income residents. The study will help determine the current condition and explore ways to provide affordable housing for residents.
· Teton County, Idaho: Among available housing, the average standard is low and many are energy deficient.
· Victor, Idaho: Victor is looking for appropriate ways to increase its density, perhaps by creating smaller blocks, narrower streets or alleyways. Currently the average plot size is one acre. Additional rental properties may also be a necessary addition in Victor.
· Madison County, Idaho:Located in Madison County is Idaho’s largest private university, BYU-Idaho. Due to the university, there is a high concentration of student housing in Madison County that is affiliated with BYU-Idaho. A study of Rexburg’s housing availability and its affordability band will increase awareness of the need for greater housing diversity.



